
The monthly newsletter for the Sky Ranch GATE Magnet Community 

  

November 2019 

Happy November! We hope you are enjoying the crisp Autumn weather! We want to start this 
newsletter off by saying THANK YOU for helping make Sky Ranch’s first annual Color Run such a 
success! The day was filled with fun activities and the kids enjoyed every moment while raising over 
$30,000 for the school! 
 

     
 
 
 



On the same day as the Color Run we had our first assembly.  Pilot Squadron and Griswold Base won 
trophies from this assembly based off least amount of absences, least amount of tardies, largest growth in 
math MAP scores and assembly games! The trohpies are over 5’ tall and adds a lot of character to the 
classroom! The kids worked hard for it and we are super proud of them. 

 
 
 
Please review the newsletter for important dates and information regarding our core classes and our team.   
 

Important November Dates: 
• Monday, November 11th: No School- Veterans’ Day 
• Thursday, November 21st: First round table @ 6:00 p.m. for Pilot Squadron and Griswold Base 
• Tuesday, November 26th - Brown Bag Luncheon* 
• Wednesday, November 27th -Friday, November 29th: No School-Thanksgiving Break 

  

BROWN BAG LUNCH: For the brown bag lunch you will need to check in at the office.  This may take 
awhile due to the security of the school and the protocol for checking in.  If you are able and want to 
come a few minutes early, that may be a good idea.   

* Pilot Squadron Brown Bag Luncheon 11:15- 12:15, small gym.  This will set up as an “indoor 
picnic”.  You are more than welcome to bring a blanket as we will be sitting on the floor.  

*Griswold Base Brown Bag Luncheon 10:50-12:00, team room 110. 

Come enjoy lunch with your child!  Please check in to the office when you arrive at the school.  Pilot 
Squadron will be eating lunch in the small gym and Griswold Base will be in the team room #110.  We 
will make sure to have guides and signs to point you in the right direction. Some families bring a sack 
lunch from home, some stop and buy lunch on the way.  The more the merrier - if you have family in 
town for Thanksgiving, they can come, too!  Hope to see you there!  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

It’s that time of year! Can you believe it? It’s time to start planning for high school! The Department of 

GATE is excited to announce that applications for the GATE Institute are online this year! You can 

apply from now through January 1st for the 2020-2021 school year. Applications can be found 

at:  https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/13962.  If you would like more information about the GATE 

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/13962


Institute, please see our table at the Passport to High School Success nights in November (see 

flyers below for dates/times/locations), and learn about the unique offerings, such as the AP Capstone 

Diploma  and plans to move to the new high school at Wildcreek!  In the meantime, if you have any 

questions, please email Judith Lombard directly at Judith.Lombard@washoeschools.net.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wondering how to better support your child’s academics in core classes?  Here’s what we 

suggest: 

Step 1: Check our team websites and assignment calendars to see what assignments are due soon.  

This is a proactive approach - see what’s due before it’s due. With this approach, you can help your 

child break down large assignments and ask your child to show you and talk about their upcoming or 

completed work before it’s turned in.  This approach lessens the frequency of missing and late 

assignments.  It’s important to check this resource several times throughout the week as teachers do 

adjust frequently. 

Team websites 

7th/8th grade team: washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron 

6th grade: washoeschools.net/griswold 

 

Step 2: Check Infinite Campus. Infinite Campus is where we post students’ grades after the 

assignments are graded. Some assignments are posted within hours, but some assignments take 

longer to grade; it may be more than a week before these assignments are posted in IC. Checking IC 

is more of a reactive approach - it may lead to chasing down missing assignments and backtracking 

whereas knowing what’s coming up due keeps everyone up to date.  

Classroom Updates 

English/Language Arts 6 – Mrs. McElhany  

Essential Questions:  

• How do myths, fables, folktales, and poetry communicate an author's perspective on 

life? 

• How can writers construct persuasive arguments? 

 

Students just turned in their argumentative essays in which they heavily focused on citing their 

sources (MLA style), clearly organizing their ideas, and supporting their claim with relevant evidence. 

Students also ended the quarter by writing a literary analysis paragraph after finishing the novel, A 

Face like Glass.  

Students began working on grammar lessons and practice in NoRedInk.com. We are continuing 

more work through this online resource. 

Independent book projects are beginning in which students read a book of their choice (that they 

haven’t read before) and create a presentation from a choice of options. In the middle of November, 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone
https://youtu.be/hl7L6O5lFi8
mailto:Judith.Lombard@washoeschools.net
http://washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron
http://washoeschools.net/griswold
https://www.washoeschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=4&ChannelID=57&DirectoryType=6


students will start a new class novel Watership Down by Richard Adams and move on to literature 

circle discussions.  

 

English/Language Arts 7 – Ms. Tuttle   

Essential Questions: 

• Why is it important to understand interactions?  

• How can interactions be transformative?  

We ended the quarter by writing a literary analysis essay after finishing the novel, Chains. Once it's 

assessed, please ask your child to show you their literary analysis essay on turnitin.com - feedback 

will show both areas of strength and struggle in their writing.  We will continue to work on areas of 

struggle throughout the school year. 

We moved on to our next class novel, Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes which is a work of 

Science Fiction. All of our novels offer so much for the students to analyze and discuss, but this novel 

really opens up some diverse topics, from the nature of intelligence to issues of bullying to the 

scientific method.  

Students are also reading a book of their choice each quarter. We will share projects before Winter 

Break which makes for a fun day of exploration of new books!  Please make sure to ask your child 

what they’re reading and where they’re at with their independent novel since I’ll be asking parents to 

fill out a form before students can earn their grade for their project each quarter! 

  

English/ Language Arts 8 - Ms. Tuttle 

Essential Questions: 

• How is resilience crucial for success?  

• What role does adaptation play in resilience?  

The students started the quarter by writing an essay comparing A Raisin in the Sun to Incidents in 

the Life of a Slave Girl. Once it's assessed, please ask your child to show you their literary analysis 

essay on turnitin.com - feedback will show you both areas of strength and struggle in their writing.  We 

will continue to work on areas of struggle throughout the school year in preparation for high school 

writing tasks. 

We also jumped into The Jungle by Upton Sinclair. The Jungle dives into the world of investigative 

journalism in the early 1900's. This hard-hitting novel is based off the meat packing industry and harsh 

conditions of factory workers in Chicago. The constant adaptation of the Rudkus family shows 

students the hardships of the time period and the resilience of immigrants to America during difficult 

times. This novel will carry us through the next two months and will provide plenty of content for 

discussion. 

Students should also be reading a book of their choice this quarter. We will share projects after 

Winter Break which makes for a fun day of exploration of new books!  Please make sure to ask your 

child what they’re reading and where they’re at with their independent novel since I’ll be asking 

parents to fill out a form before students can earn their grade for their project this quarter! 



 
Earth Science 6 – Ms. Plumb  

Essential Question: 

• How do the properties and movements of water shape Earth's surface and affect its 

systems? 

• How do the materials in and on Earth’s crust change over time? 

• How do natural hazards affect individuals and societies? 

We are continuing with our Earth’s Systems Unit. We have covered information about plate 

tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes and Earth’s composition. We will continue to learn about rocks, 

minerals and how sediments have changed over time through weathering, erosion and deposition.  

Students will consider evidence in rocks that can lead to inferences about the ancient environments in 

which they formed. These inferences help student develop awareness about the complexity of Earth’s 

crust and how geologists study earth by trying to answer the question “What is the story of this 

place?”.  

 

7th Grade: – Mrs. Hill 

 Essential Question:  

• How do atomic and molecular interactions explain the properties of matter that we see 

and feel?  

We wrapped up our unit on Matter and have moved on to our Chemistry unit. Your child learned about 

the different states of matter, the difference between physical and chemical changes/reactions, 

information about elements, mixtures, and compounds, the kinetic molecular theory, mixtures, and the 

conservation of mass. This new unit will introduce your child to the periodic table, atomic structure and 

models, different types of bonds, balancing chemical questions, and acids/bases/pH. At the end of this 

unit, students will work in groups to create their own shampoo. UNR’s Chemistry department had to 

postpone their visit. They will be coming at the beginning of November! 

 

8th Grade Honors Biology- Mrs. Hill 

Essential Questions:  

• How do organisms interact with the living and non-living environment to obtain matter 

and energy?  

• How do organisms obtain and use energy they need to live and grow?  

• How do matter and energy move through ecosystems?  



Groups have set up their Bottle Biology experiments. We will be collecting data through the beginning 

of November. Groups will collaborate to collect data and create a presentation to report their findings 

to the class. We have also started a new unit, Chemistry of Life. Your child was introduced to different 

macromolecules and enzymes. This unit is very short. We will then start the next unit, Cell Structure 

and Function. We will learn about the different types of cells, their different organelles and functions, 

and the different types of cell transports. These smaller units will help prepare them for a future unit on 

photosynthesis and cellular respiration. 

6th Grade: Ancient Civilizations – Mr. Sorensen and Mrs. McElhany 

 

Essential Questions:  

• How did the social structure of Egypt develop? 

• What effect did Indian geography have on its settlement and growth? 

• How did ancient Indian ideas develop, especially regarding the caste system, Hinduism, 

and Buddhism? 

November is giving way to our collective exploration through Africa and southern Asia as we follow 

civilization growth. This will include the geography, culture, and achievements of the ancient 

Egyptians, paying special attention to its growth due to the Nile and the leadership of the pharaohs. 

We will follow up with a dive into India and its roots. This will include the Indian developments of 

mathematics, the caste system, and the first two of our five major world religions. Hinduism will 

introduce the students to the concepts of karma, dharma, and reincarnation; Buddhism will explore the 

creation of the belief system and the ideas it applies to its Eightfold Path.   

7th Grade: U.S. History  – Mrs. Porter  

Essential Question:  

• How can interactions be transformative? 

We have begun our unit on starting a new nation.  During this unit students will be looking at the 

process of creating a Constitution and the trial and error the new nation had. This unit is jam packed 

with why our country’s government is set up the way it is.  We will look in-depth at the inauguration of 

George Washington, how the Bill of Rights were established and the powers that each branch of 

government has.  Students will analyze primary documents to fully understand the amount of thought 

that had to go into making these big decisions for the young nation.  

8th Grade: Accelerated Analyzing War - Mrs. Porter    

Essential Question:  

• How does adaptation require resilience?  

As we start November, students are beginning our Imperialism unit.  During this time students will look 

at multiple cases where our nation expanded and adapted to the new lands and cultures. Students will 

look at the Philippines, Guam and Hawaii.  We will participate in structured academic controversies in 

order to utilize argumentative skills.  We will also be looking at events such as the Spanish-American 

war and what went into building the Panama Canal.  Students will create report cards and recipes in 

order to show they have mastered the content of the lessons but in a fun and innovative way. 



Math 6 - Mr. Sorensen 

Essential Questions:  

• How can LCM and GCF be used to combine or separate fractions? 

• How can fractions be constructed and deconstructed using the four arithmetic 

operations? 

• How can our understanding of fractions develop our understanding of other ratios? 

Rather than saying a fond farewell to factors and multiples, we will continue to 

use them in our next group of lessons, putting them to work as we build them into 

fractions (both proper and improper) and mixed numbers. We will then 

manipulate those numbers using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division, stressing the conceptual reason why these operations work the way they 

do, using images and real-world examples. Ultimately, as we have been doing 

thus far this year, these concepts should lay further groundwork for other 

concepts still ahead, dealing with ratios, proportions, decimals, and percent. 

  

Integrated I  - Mrs. Sellers 

Essential Questions:  

• How do the properties of equality justify equation solving techniques? 
• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically? 
• How do mathematical relationships help us make sense of the world? 

This month brings an end to basic geometry and begins geometric application. Throughout this unit, 

we will use relationships to help us solve and understand different types of problems. Typically the 

geometry units provide a nice change of pace from the algebra we have been working on. As we get 

further into geometry, these units combine solving equations with geometric problems. The next units 

students will be studying are proportions and percents, followed by counting and probability. 

 

Look for reviews to begin coming home this month in order to prepare for semester finals. Finals for 

Integrated II will be on Monday, December 16. This final will count as 15% of their quarter grade. 

 

Integrated II  - Mrs. Sellers 

Essential Questions:  

• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically? 
• What creates a logical argument to prove geometric relationships algebraically? 

We just finished coordinate geometry and we are continuing our work on proofs. Students are using 

logical thinking and reasoning to prove relationships in geometry. After proofs, students will be moving 

into polynomials, where they will learn to add, subtract, multiply, and factor. Multiplying and factoring 

polynomials are completely new topics for the students, and it is important they master this topic in 

order to succeed in the quadratics unit. 

Look for reviews to begin coming home this month in order to prepare for semester finals. Finals for 

Integrated II will be on Tuesday, December 17. This final will count as 20% of their semester grade. 



Honors Algebra II – Dr. Salls  

Essential Question:  

• Why is modeling phenomena essential? 

This month we finished our study of polynomials, eventually learning to solve any polynomial using the 

tools we’ve developed during the quarter. These tools included factoring, long division, synthetic 

division, and understanding critical features of functions. We’ll continue to use these tools throughout 

the remainder of the year as we explore other functions.  

Students will take a District Final on Tuesday, December 17. This counts as 20% of their semester 

grade. 

Enrichment:  

8th Grade:   

Students are nearing the end of their first Round Table of the year: Gilded Ages Shark Tank! Our 

student entrepreneurs are assessing the need for various products that may have been profitable 

during the Gilded Age (1870-1900). Students are collaborating on a presentation that integrates social 

studies research, math and public speaking skills - along with a commercial, so they get to try out their 

“acting” skills, too!  

On Thursday, November 21st at 6pm, they’ll go into the “Shark Tank” and make their pleas to judges, 

mostly area business owners, to invest in their business. It’s an exciting night and the culmination of a 

lot of hard work on the part of our kids - we can’t wait to see what they come up with! 

7th Grade: 

The 7th graders are working on the skill of debate through the topic of animal testing. Using the 

strategies of Pathos, Ethos, and Logos, students are researching the topic and preparing to go against 

one another the night of the Round Table. To add more complexity, students must prepare to argue 

either side of the topic, as the side they will debate will be a random draw on Round Table night. This 

event will take place on Thursday, November 21st at 6:00 p.m. See you there! 

6th Grade:  

Our Round Table preparation continues with students working in groups of 2-3 to create a new or 

improved piece of technology to be formally submitted for the Toshiba ExploraVision competition. The 

project incorporates concepts from Science (Engineering Design Process), ELA (formal writing and 

presenting), Math (scale model and prototypes), and other STEAM disciplines (creating example web 

pages, critical research). Student teams will present their final projects on Thursday, November 21st 

at 6 p.m. for authentic feedback, and then we look forward to sending off the finished products to 

Toshiba as official competition entries. For more information check out www.exploravision.org/parents. 

 

Counselor’s Corner: 

GT Counselor:  Ms. Molodoi, our GT counselor, has shared some resources for parents.  Ms. 

Molodoi’s newsletters can be found on each of the team’s websites. 



From the GATE office: 

Sky Ranch 6th and 7th families: please remember to fill out the recommitment form for the 2020-2021 year.  Forms are 

located here: https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/13962 and are due by December 2nd.  

 

Teacher Contact Information: 

Mrs. Hill  Khill@washoeschools.net  
Mrs. McElhany  OMcElhany@washoeschools.net 
Mrs. Porter Lindsey.Porter@washoeschools.net  
Mrs. Sellers Ksellers@washoeschools.net  
Mr. Sorensen Lsorensen@washoeschools.net  
Ms. Tuttle   jtuttle@washoeschools.net  
 

GATE Office Contact Information:  

380 Edison Way 
Reno, NV  89502 
Phone: 775-861-4451 

Fax: 775-861-4400 
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